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This is a book you need if you are a student of the Bible. No matter how well you 
may know your Bible, it offers many new and progressive avenues of thought and
inspiration. And it is a book you need if you are not already a student; it provides
challenges that can make you want to be one.

This is many things in one: a study book, a history, a reference book, and an
enlightening experience. It ties the sixty-six books of the Bible into one complete
whole so that you see the continuity of history, God’s unbreakable and inviolable
covenant, and the development of the divine plan and purpose for man’s salvation
through His Messiah.

The subject matter is presented in a manner that can make you more aware
than ever before of every portion of your Bible. At the same time it fosters spiritu-
alization of thought, encouraging you to carry its history forward into the present
in order to appropriate its spiritual value and find parallels in your own life.

This book also offers many tools: clear and concise text, and visualization by
chart whereby Scriptural subjects have been stripped to their essence for fresh in-
spiration. It abounds in correlation, cross-reference study in action; ideas presented
in various sections of the Bible can either be traced through to their fuller unfold-
ing record or united with their actual Biblical fulfillment. A chapter on appropria-
tion gives concrete examples of how to translate events and terms into practical
application.

The approach is unique and individual: it seeks at every point to carry you not
only forward in your Bible reading and study but upward and outward to a richer
appreciation and comprehension of your Bible’s treasures.

The author has taught a nondenominational Bible course to adult groups
throughout the United States for more than thirty-five years, and this volume is the
outgrowth of those years of teaching and research. This is not merely a book about
the Bible, it is a study of the Bible itself. The King James Version has been used as
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its basis; quotations have been liberal and deliberate to challenge the reader to hear
the Word behind the words.

Acknowledgement with much gratitude and appreciation is made to: my edi-
tors, Ruth Chapman, who also designed the book, and H. L. Kirk; my secretary,
Sylvia B. Miller; James D. Norris, who so ably realized in type the author’s chart
patterns; and to those friends who, knowing about the work, gave encouragement
as it progressed.

B.M.S.

A Note on Dates
Early Biblical history is shrouded in the sometimes confusing mist of the distant
past and it is therefore not possible to give exact dates. What scholars cited with
assurance a generation ago as the precise timing of an event has frequently required
revision in the light of archaeological discovery and other investigation.
Uncertainty as to precisely when an event took place or when a minor prophet was
born or died is however perhaps of less immediate consequence than the fact that a
certain event did transpire or that the prophet lived, spoke, or wrote.

The author has used a generally accepted range of dates; where there is wide
disagreement in sound scholarship about matters of placement in time, that fact has
been noted. Biblical dates will undoubtedly continue to be subject to revision as
new discoveries come to verify the kernel of truth underlying the record as it has
come down to us.

Abbreviations
BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
Gen., Genesis
Ex., Exodus
Lev., Leviticus
Num., Numbers
Deut., Deuteronomy
Josh., Joshua
Ju., Judges
Ru., Ruth
I Sam., I Samuel
II Sam., II Samuel
I Ki., I Kings
II Ki., II Kings
I Chron., I Chronicles

II Chron., II Chronicles
Ezra, Ezra
Neh., Nehemiah
Es., Esther
Job, Job
Ps., Psalms
Pr., Proverbs
Ec., Ecclesiastes
Song., Song of Solomon
Is., Isaiah
Jer., Jeremiah
La., Lamentations
Ezek., Ezekiel

Dan., Daniel
Hos., Hosea
Joel, Joel
Amos, Amos
Ob., Obadiah
Jon., Jonah
Mic., Micah
Na., Nahum
Hab., Habakkuk
Zeph., Zephaniah
Hag., Haggai
Zech., Zechariah
Mal., Malachi

BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
Mt., Matthew
Mk., Mark
Lu., Luke
Jn., John
Acts, Acts
Rom., Romans
I Cor., I Corinthians
II Cor., II Corinthians
Gal., Galatians

Eph., Ephesians
Phil., Philippians
Col., Colossians
I Th., I Thessalonians
II Th., II Thessalonians
I Tim., I Timothy
II Tim., II Timothy
Tit., Titus
Philem., Philemon

Heb., Hebrews
Ja., James
I Pet., I Peter
II Pet., II Peter
I Jn., I John
II Jn., II John
III Jn., III John
Jude, Jude
Rev., Revelation

AV = Authorized Version (King James) LXX = Septuagint RV = Revised Version
ASV = American Standard Version Macc. = Maccabees RV (marg.) =margin of RV



Preface iii

PART I THE BIBLE: ITS DESIGN AND SCOPE

1 The Bible and Its Preservation 3
Scope of Old and New Testament Literature 12
Divisions and Books of the Old Testament 13
New Testament Literature 20
Divisions and Books of the New Testament 21

PART II OLD TESTAMENT

2 Life and Customs of Bible Times 27
Nomadic Life 29, Agricultural Life 34, Hebrew Society 36,
Dress 42, Meals 43, Hospitality 44, Blood Revenge 45,
Covenants 46, Worship 47, Festivals 58, Fasts 61, 
Language 63, Glossary 63

3 Old Testament History 65
Outline of Old Testament History 73
Intertestamental Period 92
The Plumbline 94

4 Great Old Testament Characters 95
Adam 96, Noah 98, Abraham 100, Jacob 102, Joseph 104,
Moses 106, Joshua 108, Samuel 110, David 112, Solomon
116, Elijah 118, Elisha 120, Asa 122, Jehoshaphat 123, 
Isaiah 124, Hezekiah 126, Josiah 127, Jeremiah 128, 
Ezekiel 130, Daniel 132, Zerubbabel 134, Ezra 136,
Nehemiah 138

Genealogy from Adam to David 114

v

Contents



vi Contents

5 Correlation—Old Testament Subjects 141
Names of God 142
Creation: First Account 143
Creation: Second Account 145
The Record of the Fall of Man—The Fulfillment

of the Promise of the Redeemer 147
The Covenant between God and Men 148
The Ten Plagues 149
The Twelve Sons of Jacob 150
Jacob’s Prophecies to His Twelve Sons 152
Moses’ Blessings to the Twelve Tribes 154
A New Name 156
The Law: Three Stages 157
The Remnant 158
The Tabernacle 159
Ark of the Covenant 161
The Temple 162
Satan 165
Principal Biblical Terms for Satan 166
Old Testament Miracles 167
Jerusalem 174
Silences of Biblical History 175

6 A Study of Job 179

7 A Condensation of the Psalms 204

PART III NEW TESTAMENT

8 Life and Ministry of Jesus 213
Jesus’ Early Years 223
Genealogies of Jesus Christ 224
Public Ministry 239
Judaean Ministry 240
Galilean Ministry 245
Peraean Ministry 284
The Week Preceding Resurrection (Passion Week) 299
The Forty Days from Resurrection to Ascension 328
Jesus’ Miracles 335
Jesus’ Parables 336
Jesus’ Discourses 336
Principal Messianic Prophecies of 

Old Testament Fulfilled in New Testament 337
A Harmony of the Four Gospels 338

9 Correlation—Jesus 344
Jesus’ Foreknowledge of Events 345
Questions Asked by Jesus 349
Swelling Tide of Hatred 352
Types of Womanhood 356
Changing Concepts of Womanhood 357
Healing Work of Jesus 358



Contents vii

Jesus’ Four Raisings from the Dead 370
Jesus’ Training of His Twelve Apostles 372

10 The Work of the Twelve Apostles 374
Apostolic Church, 30–63 A.D. 383
Apostolic Healing 384
Raisings from the Dead by the Apostles 386

11 Life and Ministry of Paul 387
Early Life 388
First Missionary Journey 393
Second Missionary Journey 397
Third Missionary Journey 406
Voyage to Rome and Imprisonments 429
Parallels in the Lives of Paul and Jesus 441

12 Paul’s Doctrinal Teachings 445

13 Correlation—Christian and Church 453
“Put Off . . . the Old Man” 454
“Put on the New Man” 456
The Spiritual Nature of the Perfect Man 458
The True Church 459
Edifying (Building Up) of the Church 460
Redemptive Healing Mission of the 

Christian Church 462
The Israel of God 464
Mysteries 465
Apostolic Church, 61–96 A.D. 468

14 The Epistle to the Hebrews 470

15 The First Epistle of John 482
“Love Not the World” 486

16 The Revelation of St. John the Divine 488
Over-all View of the Book of Revelation 492
An Outline of the Book of Revelation 495
Panorama of the Apocalypse 506
Old Testament Terms in the Apocalypse 508
Paradise of God in Contrast to Eden 522
Glimpses of the Fourth Dimension 524
Summation 526

PART IV APPROPRIATION

17 Appropriation of Scriptural Lessons 529
A Season and a Time 530
Steps in Israel’s Spiritual Journey 533
The Godhead 534
Significance of Certain Numbers in Scripture 536
“Out of Egypt Have I Called My Son” 540
A Lesson from Old Testament History 542



viii Contents

Ten Ascending Steps in the Life of Jesus 
and of the Christian 544

Some Lessons from Jesus’ Early Life 546
An Example of Enduring Trust 547
Place and Time as Dimensions of Thought 548
Spiritual Growth of the Christian 549
Example of Deliverance through Prayer 550
The Span from Genesis to Revelation 551

Notes 552

INDEX 555



Caves of the Dead Sea Scrolls 7
Wycliffe’s Bible 8
Tyndale’s Version 8
Facsimile page, Gutenberg Bible 9
King James Bible 9
Bedouin shepherd near Bethlehem 30
Oasis near Jericho 31
Two Bedouin tribesmen 32
Solomon’s stables at Megiddo 32
Ancient cistern in the Negeb 33
Stone water pots 34
Nomad’s tent near an oasis 35
Threshing floor 36
Storage jar of Jeremiah’s time 36
Cuneiform tablet from the twelfth century B.C. 37
First-century earthenware bottle from Petra 43
Four-horned limestone altar of Solomon’s day 49
Altar of burnt offering 50
Altar of incense 51
High priest’s breastplate 52
Seven-branch golden candlestick 53
Ancient trumpets 54
Excavation of the Flood level at Ur 66
Pottery figurines of Flood level at Ur 67
World’s oldest wall, Jericho 68
Excavation at Sarepta (Zarephath) 69
Pools of Solomon 70, 71
Sennacherib’s prism 71
Cyrus’ cylinder 72
Airview of the ruin-mounds of Shushan 140
Israel’s camp in the Wilderness 159
Tabernacle uncovered 159
The Tabernacle 160

Illustrations

ix



x Illustrations

Laver of brass 161
Ark of the Covenant 161
Ground plan of Solomon’s Temple 162
Bronze altar of the Temple, restored 163
Plan of Herod’s Temple and courts 164
Copper coins of Herod the Great 215
Sectarian Manual of Discipline 218
Excavation of Khirbet Qumran 219
Masada, summer palace of Herod the Great 221
Hills around Bethlehem 222
Street of arches in Old Jerusalem 230
A tranquil scene of the Jordan 233
The Judaean Wilderness 235
A curve of the Galilean shore line 237
Dead Sea by moonlight 243
A fisherman casting his net 245
One of the four sources of the Jordan 247
Site of Pool of Bethesda 251
Horns of Hattin 257
Washing of hands 273
Tower of David 279
View across the Kidron to the Mount of Olives 284
Ancient olive trees in the Garden of Gethsemane 316–319
Sanhedrin in session 321
Aerial view of the Old City of Jerusalem 325
“The street called Straight” 390
Temple of Zeus at Salamis on Cyprus 393
The Cilician Gates near Tarsus 398
Ruins of Philippi 399
Roman scourges 400
Rocky plateau of the Acropolis, Athens 401
The Areopagus, or Mars’ Hill 403
Drawing of the statue of Diana of the Ephesians 407
Theater at Pergamum 408
Temple of Diana at Sardis 409
Reconstruction of Temple of Diana, Ephesus 413
Great theater at Ephesus 414
Ruins at Miletus 423
Roman pillars at Caesarea 426
Merchant ship from a Greek vase painting 428
St. Paul’s Islands near Malta (Melita) 431
Isle of Patmos 489

Maps
The World of the Patriarchs 28
The Exodus and Wilderness Wandering 76
Palestine as Divided among the Tribes 78
The United Kingdom under David and Solomon 80
The Divided Kingdom: Judah and Israel 82
Probable Settlement of Noah’s Descendants 114
Palestine in the Time of Jesus 238
Ancient Jerusalem 325
Paul’s First Missionary Journey 392
Paul’s Second Missionary Journey 397
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey 406
Paul’s Voyage to Rome 429


